October 30, 2009

Dear Parents or Guardians,

November 15th is America Recycles Day!  This is the only nationally recognized day dedicated to encouraging Americans to recycle and to buy recycled products. Celebrating its 12th year, it has grown to include millions of Americans pledging to increase their recycling habits at home and work and to buy products made with recycled materials.
The purpose of America Recycles Day is to continue to promote the social, environmental and economic benefits of recycling and encourage more people to join the movement toward creating a better natural environment.

At Bellows Spring, we would like to promote more awareness of this special day.  We are asking students to participate in a contest to create a 100% recycled design.  All “Recycled Designs” will be displayed in the media center and can be seen during Fall Conferences.  A few guidelines to consider:
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All designs must use only recyclable materials

· The recycled materials must be clean!  Remember to wash out all products.  

· You may use paint, markers, crayons, etc to enrich the final product 

· Design teams can consist of individuals, partners, groups of students, or family members

· The finished product must be no larger than 2’ by 2’

· “Recycled Designs” must be turned in on Monday, November 16, 2009

· Be creative!!

Possible materials that could be used - steel and aluminum cans, newspapers, magazines, already used paper, catalogs, junk mail, plastic beverage bottles, milk jugs, yogurt containers, glass bottles and jars, cereal boxes, other clean and dry cardboard boxes.

Do not use - plastic grocery bags, styrofoam, lightbulbs, food-soiled paper, wax paper, ceramics.

Finally, to invest fully in this idea, please visit http://www.americarecyclesday.org/takethepledge.aspx and take the recycling pledge.
Recycling is one of the easiest ways you can help slow global warming.  Thank you for your participation in this event!  We are proud of Bellows Spring for working towards Green School Certification, and we couldn’t do it without the support of our community.

Sincerely,









The Green School Committee

Benefits of Recycling

    * Recycling protects and expands U.S. manufacturing jobs and increases U.S. competitiveness.

    * Recycling reduces the need for landfilling and incineration.

    * Recycling prevents pollution caused by the manufacturing of products from virgin materials.

    * Recycling saves energy.

    * Recycling decreases emissions of greenhouse gases that contribute to global climate change.

    * Recycling conserves natural resources such as timber, water, and minerals.

    * Recycling helps sustain the environment for future generations.

