The Truffula Seed Community Lesson Plan
Bellows Spring Elementary School

2009 ~ 2010
Look For: 
The first grade students will actively participate in a group discussion about ways to take good care of the environment. They will answer comprehension questions to the story The Lorax by Dr. Seuss. After discussing the story students will create a good environment with their Truffula seed (from the story) and then write about the community they have created. 
Objectives: 
Goal B Comprehension of Literary Text: 1B Important Ideas in Text Objectives-The student will be able to determine important ideas and messages in literary texts. 

Goal A Composition: 1A Write to Express Personal Objectives-The student will be able to compose oral, written, and visual presentations that express personal ideas. 
Key Vocabulary:
Before, during and after reading The Lorax the following vocabulary will be discussed; reduce, reuse, recycle, environment, electricity, littering, smog, and clean versus dirty air. 
Motivation: 
Students will be able to make their communities out of play dough.
Guided Practice: 

The teacher will create a model community with the students. The student will be asked questions about how to make the community, and why the teacher is adding certain pieces to the community. The teacher will brainstorm ideas with the students of how to make a good, clean environment with the Truffula Seed. For students that are having trouble getting started writing, the teacher will give the sentence starter, When I planted my Truffula seed it turned into…
Independent Practice: 
The students will get a Truffula seed (play dough) and go back to their seats to create their clean and efficient community. Once they have created their community they will write and draw a picture of their community explaining why they created the community and how it helps the environment. They will reread their writing, checking for grammar and complete sentences. Students will complete the Exit Ticket to conclude the lesson and show what they have learned. 
Questions for higher order thinking: 
The students will be asked how they can keep the community they live in today clean and how they can encourage others to keep the environment clean. 
Methods of Differentiation Used:

Some students will be given sentence starters and be expected to write less depending upon their writing skills. Students that tend to struggle with writing will get started with the teacher and then be dismissed back to their seats to finish their writing independently. 

